Eerdmans). “It is a necestary practice in
the community of faith”

Pohl, a professor of Christian social
ethics at Asbury Theological Seminary,
points out that one of the key Greek
words for hospitality, philoxenia, com-
bines the general word for love or affec-
tion for people connected by kinship or
faith (philee) and the word for wranger
{aoemog).

dranger is more apparent in Greek than
m English,” she notes, "W, like the carly
church, find ourselves in a fragmented
and multicultural society thar yearns for
relationships.”

In Riomans 15:7, Paul urges believers
o "receive one another” (NEKJV) as
Christ has received them,

“Jenn” graciows and sacrificial hospi-
taliy—expressed in His life, ministry and

“Hospitality's

RICK AND DESIREE GLIZMAN
have befriended many
strangers. Their reiponse, Rick
iy, i3 bom out of a Spinit-led
desire to reach out to people,

“For me, hospitality is
summed up by Jetus in Luke
31 Dato others &5 you would
haarwa thien do to you! " Rick, 27,
iiys AL a baby, lesus Hirmsell
was a refuges in Egypt. His
family had te depend on the
hotpitality of strangers.”

Rick and his I9year-old
wite, Desires, a teacher, hive
oo alongside several refuges
farnilies in thelr homatown of
fwrora, Hlinols—yviditing with
them, having them over for
mipals, taking them out on trips
and #ven inviting them along
an vadations.

Sharing their faith, Rick
points out, s a natural progres-
sion. They befriend refuges
families, many of whom have
Muslim backgrounds, not
with the “ulterior motive™ of
witnesing but becaute Jenus
wiould have done the tame.

Mearithee by the relationship
& one-way stréel. “Our axperi-
ence helping refugees and
just doing lite with them has
probably had a larger Impaet
on i than it has on them,” s
Rick, whio works for the lllinoks
Departrment of Comections and
hopes bo attend lw schaal,

He and Desires unched
thir own neomprofit grouwp, The
Tolbert Refuges Assistance
Foundation. They cut back
thielr wedding expenses and

orlentation toward

death—undergirds the hospitality of His

en Hearts
OPEN HOMES

Ome Chicago couple has learned that genuine
hospitality opens huge doors for ministry.

% Rick and Deshree Guzrman (back center) with the Kwizeras,

a refuges family from Rwanda

requeited donations in place of
gifts s they could expand thaeir
outreach to strangers.

The bond with ome farmily
in particular, refugees from
eastern Africa, has grown etpe-
clally strong. Last year, when
the mother, Halima, was about
o give Birth, she called and
asked Desires and Rick 1o come
to the hospital with her. Dusisg
labor snd the delivery, Desies
wiat ot hepr shde wihiile Rick paced
the Baari “like a nervous dad”

‘When the baby was boam,
Halima announced his name:
Rick Jabril Muss. Rick asd
Desires, members of Comim-
nity Chaistian Churnch in Auroca,
were STunned

“Thene's little doubt in our
rrindds that the bonds we hawe

BE Cuamisms J Oeraker J00F

farmed are lifelong” Rick sdds
“Thay are mone ke lamily o us
than anything elie”

Although Rick and Desires
do not have children of their
own, they Baught a minivan
fitted with three child seats 1o
transport thir nefuges friends,

The Guamans dream i3
to buy a boarding houte to
sccommaodate refugees and
others st & reduded rént. Thelr
idea s to set the rent money
atide and later give it back 1o
theesir renibers to help them make
a doramn payment n a houtse of
Uhetir .

Sanys Ricks"The most impor-
tant thing, n iy view, k5 recip-
racating Christ's bove through
practicing hospitality and
lensinug othwers.”

followers,” Pohl says.“Jesus gave His life so
that perons could be welcomed into the
kingdom and in doing so linked hospitality,
grace and sucrifice in the decpest and mos
personal way imaginable.

"People are hungry for “welcome,™
she continues, “but most Christians have
lost track of the heritage of hospitaling”

According to Valorie Burton, a
speaker on Christian living, hospitality
micans going out of your way to be com-
passionare. " Demonstrating Christ’s love
means opening our hearts and serving
others,” says Burton, who has spoken at
T.D, Jakes" Potters Howse church in Dallas
and Joel Osteens Lakewood Chusch in
Houston. Burton adds, however, that
people should seek Gods guidance and
exercise Spirit-led discernment before
urviting strangers into their homes,

Who Is a ‘Stranger'?

A “stranger” can be defimed as anyone
i need of friendship and Christian fel-
bowship. Hilary Patterion was Rustered
when her hush:nd,l}vm':m:-,;.:llq.;t home
to sy he'd met a recovering drug addice
who had nowhere to stay, Yverte, a 23-
vear-old from San Dicgo, had come to
Kailua, Hawsil, for rehab mreatment and
needed shelter.

“It was raining hard, o I told Dwayne,
Just bring her home,” recalls Hilary,
30, who co-pastored a Salvation Army
church in Kailua with her husband, 36,

"We bived in 3 small fixer-upper and |
wias kind of embarrasted about the condi-
ton of the house* Hilary told Chanima,
"1 made up a bed in the back room, bt
the only spare blankets belonged to my
Z-year-old daughter and had teddy bears
on them.”

Yvette stayed with the Pattersons for
nine days. Hilary and Dwayne took her
to the beach and showed her around the
island. “We got rlking about life, and 1
was able to share the gospel with her”
Hilary says. “She started to cry and said
she felt like she had lost her soul and she
had no hope.”

Before Yvete rerurned o Califarnia,
Hilary bought her a Bible in which she in-
scribed 3 personal note of encousagement
The seeck of kindness and hospitality were
sown. A few weeks liter.Y vente called from
San Diego to tell Hilary she was going to



